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PARKES Pharmacist 
Lochie Pettiford has 
been recognised for his 
dedication to mentoring 
pharmacy students in ru-
ral and regional areas.

The managing partner 
of Parkes Pharmacy has 
been awarded the inau-
gural Rural Pharmacy 
Preceptor Award by the 
School of Pharmacy at 
the University of Sydney.

Lochie was nominated 
for his outstanding clini-
cal placement support 
and supervision. 

In 2024, university pre-
ceptors supported more 
than 1200 students to 
complete 1789 clinical 
placements.

“It was very surpris-
ing to be recognised but 
it’s great to know the 
students who came here 
to Parkes, enjoyed their 
time,” Managing partner 
and Pharmacist in Charge 
of Parkes Pharmacy, 
Lochie Pettiford said.

“That’s what we at Life 
Pharmacy Group strive to 
provide the students – an 
experience that’s not just 
standing in the dispen-
sary, it’s about getting out 
and learning what phar-
macies, particularly in 
rural environments, can 
achieve.”

Fellow Life Pharmacy 

Group (LPG) Pharmacists 
Chris Young (Canberra) 
and Josh Lee (Armidale) 
were also � nalists along 
with Rob Smith (Can-
berra) from Men’s Health 
Downunder.

The University of Syd-
ney Pharmacy School 
launched the student 
nominated Pharmacy 
Preceptor Awards this 
year, to allow students 
from across all degree 
programs to nominate 
pharmacy preceptors 

who have made a signi� -
cant impact on their clini-
cal learning or develop-
ment as a future health 
professional.

Preceptor awards were 
presented in � ve catego-
ries including community 
pharmacy preceptor, hos-
pital pharmacy preceptor, 
rural/regional pharmacy 
preceptor and the Dean’s 
Choice Award.

“These awards will 
help future students un-
derstand who o� ers good 

pharmacy placements 
and hopefully that en-
courages others to come 
out to the Central West 
and experience life here,” 
Lochie Pettiford said.

“To have four pharma-
cists in LPG nominated, 
shows we provide a good 
placement experience, 
no matter where you are. 
This really highlights just 
how hands on the experi-
ence can be for students 
in regional areas. We en-
gage with our patients 

well, we put them � rst 
and we show that through 
our values, missions and 
goals.”

Third year Bachelor of 
Pharmacy student, Sonja, 
completed her placement 
in Parkes and said she le�  
the placement feeling as 
though the country was 
home.

“The main thing that 
stood out to me was 
how he inspired us to 
be pharmacists of in-
tegrity and sincerity. To 
always put patients first. 
Particularly in a town 
with limited access to 
doctors, Lochie showed 
us how important a 
pharmacists’ role in the 
community was and 
how passionate he was 
towards consistently 
improving the quality of 
care, services provided 
and trust with patients,” 
Sonja said.

“This made me feel em-
powered as a pharmacy 
student. 

“It made me feel opti-
mistic around the future 
of pharmacy and my abil-
ity to make a positive dif-
ference in people’s lives. 
He inspired me to think 
innovatively about what 
the future of pharmacy 
holds and the expanding 
scope of practice.”

Parkes pharmacist recognised 
for supporting rural students

Lochie Pettiford (middle) presented with the inaugural Rural Pharmacy Preceptor 
Award at the USYD presentation with Sydney Pharmacy School Associate Professor, 
Claire O’Reilly and Pharmacist and academic, Andrew McLachlan.  PHOTO: Supplied

Hannah Benjamin is the 
Star of the Week for demon-
strating our Core Values (In 
Praise, Love and Trust) and 
for always being hardwork-
ing and diligent.
What is your favourite sub-
ject?

Religion
In your free time, what do 
you like to do?

Play with my sisters
What is your favourite 
food? 

Masala Dosa
What do you like most 
about our school? 

The library
What are your strengths?

Art (Drawing & Painting)
What would you like to be 
when you grow up ?

A doctor

Tyler McPhee is the Star of 
the Week for demonstrating 
our Core Values (In Praise, 
Love and Trust) and for his 
consistent e� ort and positive 
attitude this semester.
What is your favourite sub-
ject?

Mathematics
In your free time, what do 
you like to do?

Play on the computer
What is your favourite 
food?

Pizza
What do you like most 
about our school? 

The oval
What are your strengths?

Reading and writing
What would you like to be 
when you grow up ?

A police o�  cer

HANNAH BENJAMIN IS OUR
STAR OF THE WEEK

TYLER MCPHEE IS OUR
STAR OF THE WEEK


